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To the Editor,
We read the Letter to the Editor entitled HIV trends: deﬁning ‘The
Middle East’ by Berger, submitted to the International Journal of
Infectious Diseases, which includes comments on the article
entitled HIV/AIDS: trends in the Middle East and North Africa region
by Go¨kengin et al.1
There are many different deﬁnitions of the Middle East, as well
as several deﬁnitions of Central and Eastern Europe. While
countries like Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkmenistan,
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan are included in the Middle
East region in many geographical maps,2 they are excluded in
others because they are considered European or Asian countries,
respectively.3 For the purpose of our article, reviewing critical
HIV/AIDS issues in the MENA region,1 it was decided to use the
deﬁnitions of two global health authorities – UNAIDS and the
Eastern Mediterranean Regional Ofﬁce of the World Health
Organization (WHO/EMRO). Our only main interest was to bring
attention to this long-neglected region and to focus on theDOI of original article: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2016.03.026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2016.04.015
1201-9712/ 2016 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of International So
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).response regarding HIV/AIDS. We thank Dr Berger for reading our
review article.
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